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To  the  Hon&wtablc  the  Commons  House  of 
Assembly^  in  Provincial  Parliament  as- 
semhled : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  His  Excellency's  'opening  Speech  which  related 
to  the  Clergy  Reserves,  beg  leaet  to  make  the  following 

REPORT: 

That  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  anxious,  if  possible,  to 
suggest  some  measure  which  might  be  acceptable  to  the  community,  keep  in  view  the  spirit  of 
the  object  for  which  the  Reserves  were  set  apart,  and  avoid  the  excitement  of  any  feelings  on 
this  most  difficult  topic — Your  Committee  determined  to  commence  and  prosecute  their  labors 
with  calm  and  impartial  feelings. 

Their  first  object  was  to  fix  on  some  leading  principles  as  the  basis  of  the  plan  they  might 
recommend  to  your  Honorable  House,  the  adoption  of  which  would  tend  to  reduce  the  question 
to  one  of  mere  detail,  and  the  following  subjects  were  carefully  considered. 

First — The  propriety  of  carrying  into  full  operation  the  system  commenced  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  viz.  selling  all  the  Clergy  Reserves. 

Second — The  Funds  in  which  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  should  be  invested. 

Third — The  purposes  to  which  the  suras  so  raised  should  be  devoted,  and  whether  the 
principal  monies,  or  the  annual  interest  only,  should  be  appropriated. 

Fourth — The  mode  by  which  such  appropriation  should  be  carried  into  effect. 

Your  Committee,  on  tlic  first  of  these  points,  came  to  a  determination  to  recommend  to 
Your  Honorable  House  that  all  the  Clergy  Reserves  should  be  sold — among  other  argumeiii.s 
which  weighed  with  your  Committee  in  arriving  at  this  conclu.sion,  it  may  suffice  to  mention 
that  there  appeared  no  other  certain  mode  of  obtainiiig  !in  immediate  income  to  any  consider- 
able amount  from  these  lands. 

In  considering  the  next  question,  your  Committee,  while  they  would  advise  tiie  invest- 
ment of  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  the  Itcsorvcs  in  Provincial  Funds,  foel  it  their  duty  stroiii^iy 
to  press  on  your  Honorable  Hou.se  that  the  interest  should  be  so  safely  secured  tluit  iicrcultei 
no  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  its  collection.  At  the  .'•ainc  time  it  was  their  desire  tlui; 
the  proceeds  should  be  loaned  to  the  Province  so  as  to  bo  of  inmicdiatc  service  for  its  inleiiud 
improvement — and  with  a  view  of  combining  these  two  objects,  your  Committee  have  resoUct! 
to  recommend  to  your  Honorable  House  that  the  monies  accruing  tVoni  such  sales  shall  Ur- 
immediately  invested  in  Provincial  Debentures  l)earing  an  interest  of  six  ()er  cent  per  anuun;. 
and  shall  (if  only  the  interest  be  appropriated)  be  expended  in  making  and  improving  tiic 
public  highways  throughout  the  Province — tiie  interest  to  be  secured  by  Tolls  on  such  road.'  — 
by  a  tax  on  the  Districts  wherein  the  money  shall  bo  laid  out — and  by  any  other  mode  which 
your  Honorable  House  shall  see  fit  to  adopt. 

The  third  find  most  important  subject  of  deliberation  with  your  Comniitlee  was.  to  wliin 
purposes  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  should  be  applied,  and  whether  t!ie  appropriation  shoiihi 
be  confined  to  the  intero.^t.  or  extend  also  t(j  the  principal  money. 

Your  Committee  huvc  felt  themselves  bound  by  every  con.sideration  ol  tno  I'utr.rv^  weiian 
of  this  Province  to  urge  on  your  Honorable  House  that  the  proceeds  of  these  Lands  shonic! 
be  exclusively  appropriated   to  Religious  purposes  •.  and    they  have    selected  tiiree  i-bjoets  t< 
which  they  think  the  expenditure  may  be  projicily  made  applicable  : 

First — The  maintenance  of  Public  Worship 

Second — The  erection  of  Churches  and  Chapels. 


Third— T\]c  Education  of  individuals  for  the  office  of  tlic  Ministry. 

Considering  nlso  that  these  invaluable  bcncMts  should  bo  secured  not  only  to  the  present 
l)ut  to  future  generations,  your  Committee  submit  that  only  the  annual  interest  should  be  thus 
••xpendod. 

Your  Connuittec  have  not  found  it,  in  their  judgment,  advisable  to  oflicr  any  plan  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  interest  of  the  sales  which  would  be  complete  in  all  its  details,  but  have  thought 
it  more  advisableto  leave  them  unsettled  to  a  certain  extent  so  as  to  leave  to  the  Executive 
Jjovornnicnt  a  power  to  provide  for  any  '^lianges,  from  time  time,  in  the  circumstances  ofdider- 
ent  I'eligious  bodies  in  the  coinmunity.  They  have  therefore  resolved  to  recommend  to 
your  Honorable  House  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  should  be  empowered  to  ap- 
prnnriato  hucIi  interest  in  the  following  manner  : 

Fh-sl— 'Sot  more  than  one  fourth  lo  the  Church  of  England. 

Second — Not  more  than  one  fourth  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

Third, — The  residue  among  such  Bodies  of  Christians  as  he  shall  think  fit,  in  "order  to 
prumoto  to  the  uttermost  the  "  dilfusion  of  religion  and  true  piety  throughout  the  Province." 

Jn  order  to  carry  out  the  rerommcndation  of  your  Committee,  independently  of  the  general 
siinrtioii  of  the  Home  (Jovernment,  the  direct  assistance  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  be  ne- 
<os.sary  to  uuUiorize  the  transfer  of  the  proceeds  of  Clergy  Reserves  already  sold,  from  the 
j>rifi.«li  fund.s  into  Provincial  securities. 


shal 


i 


wilt 
the 
Chi 


Bra 


met 


Your  Committee  have  prepared  a  series  of  resolutions  in  accordance  with  this  report, 
wiiich  they  respectfully  oHbr  lor  the  adoption  of  Your  Honorable  House. 

Your  Committee  are  well  aware  that  no  plan  can  be  brought  for  the  settlement  of  this 
iiitf.M'csting  question  to  which  objections  will  not  be  found  and  urged,  or  which  can  be  made 
|)alatable  to  those  who  will  not  abate  one  jot  of  their  own  opinions,  and  still  less  to  such  as 
desire  to  prolong  the  contention  to  which  this  subject  has  unhappily  given  rise.  Your  (  om- 
inittoc  iuivc  on  their  part  earnestly  endeavored  to  suggest  a  scheme  which  will  tend  to  allay 
iiiiv  present  irritation,  and  will  form  the  basis  of  an  ultimate  and  satisfactory  solution  of  all 
!li(>  'iifiioultios  which  have  cither  arisen  from,  or  been  increased  by,'lhe  long  delay  of  legislation 
on  tlif  subject. 


All  which  i.'j  respectfully  submitted. 


(.o'.nuiittoo  Room,  House  of  Assembly,  } 
18th  March,  IS-'J'J.  ^ 


VVM.   H.  DRAPER, 

Chairman. 


1 .  Resolved.  That  the  lands  set  apart  from  time  to  time,  as  reserves  for  the  support  and 
iih'iiiitoiinnce  of  a  Protestant  Clergy  be  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  other  Crown  lands  in  this 

i'roviiicc. 

•j.  Ilfsnlcrd,  That  the  proceeds  of  pa.st  and  future  sales  of  any  such  lands  be  loaned  to  the 
i'niviiicc  at  an  interest  (iC  si.\  per  cent  per  annum  to  be  invested  in  debentures  which  may  be 
authorised  by  tlio  Legislature  for  the  making  and  improving  the  Queen's  public  high-ways 
thmuizlioiit  this  I'rovince  ;  the  interest  on  such  debentures  to  be  secured  by  tolls  on  such  high- 
wsys,  by  a  tax  on  the  Di.stricts  within  which  the  outlay  shall  take  p'ace,  and  by  such  other 
;iiriins  as  the  [legislature  may  deem  fitting  and  proper. 

:i.   It'.snlved,  That  the  annual  interest  arising  from  such  debentures  be  appropriated  and 
iivi<i(  (i  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  Council,  in  manner 

I'ollow  ing. 

Nut  more  than  one  fourth  to  the  Church  of  England. 


Not  ui'in-  l!. an  one  fourth  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 


3 

Tlic  residue  to  such  other  religious  denominations  as  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council 
sliall  sec  fit,  to  be  by  tlicm  expended  for  tlio  following  pur  poses — 

The  maintenance  of  Public  Worship. 

The  erection  of  Churches  or  Chapels. 

The  education  of  persons  for  the  ministry. 

4.  Resolved,  That  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  all  sums  granted,  duly  verified  shall  be, 
wlion  ro(iuirod,  rendered  by  the  Churches  or  Bodies  of  Christians  receiving  the  same  and  that 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  bo  authorised  to  withhold  further  aid  from  any  Church  or  Body  of 
Christians  until  previous  grants  have  been  duly  accounted  for. 

.*>.  Rrsnlvcd,  That  annual  accounts  of  the  Receipt  and  expenditure  be  laid  before  each 
Branch  of  the  Legislature. 

().  Resolved,  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  llor  Majesty  praying  that  Her  Majes- 
ty will  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  the  passing  such  enact- 
ments as  may  bo  necessary  for  carrying;  the  foregoing  resolutions  into  full  effect, 


